
 

1 

 
Finance and Constitution Committee 

 
Cabinet Secretary for Finance and 
the Constitution (by email only) 

The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

 
Tel: (0131) 348 5215 

Finance.Constitution@parliament.scot 
27 September 2017 

 
Dear Derek, 
 

Timetable for Scrutiny of Draft Budget 2018-19 and Budget Process Review 
Group 

 
Thank you for your letter dated 20 September in relation to the timetable for the 
scrutiny of Draft Budget 2018-19.  The Committee notes the timing of the UK Budget 
and shares your view and the view of the Budget Process Review Group (“the 
Group”) that publishing the Scottish Budget prior to the UK Budget would be counter-
productive due to the likely levels of uncertainty.  On this basis, the Committee 
proposes the attached timetable for parliamentary scrutiny which is consistent with 
your proposed approach.   
 
The Committee believes that this year’s budget process should be viewed as  
transitional given the recommendations of the Group and the need for sufficient time 
to consider how to take these forward.  The Committee welcomes your commitment 
to implementing the recommendations as quickly as possible including implementing 
recommendation 44 on increasing transparency in time for Draft Budget 2018-19.     
 
In our report on Draft Budget 2017-18, the Committee recognised that the Group 
faced a real challenge in designing a new budget process which balances the need 
for reliable and accurate budgetary information with sufficient opportunity for robust 
parliamentary scrutiny.  The Committee believes that the Group has successfully met 
that challenge and produced a thoroughly detailed and high quality report.  The 
Committee acknowledges that the 59 recommendations within the report should be 
viewed as a package with the aim of delivering a fundamentally different and 
improved budget process. 
   
The Committee strongly agrees with the Group that the revised budget process will 
require cultural change by the Parliament, the Government and civic society as well 
as changes to process and procedures.  In the first instance this will require 
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increasing awareness of the findings of the Group and the revised budget process.  
We have asked our clerks to examine how this can be delivered in discussion with 
Scottish Government officials and the external members of the Group.    
        
We have also asked our clerks to work with your officials in examining how the 
recommendations may be taken forward through revisions to the Written Agreement 
and possible changes to the Standing Orders.  We will then consider the revised 
Written Agreement and whether to recommend that it is agreed by the Parliament.  
We will also consider the need to ask the Standards, Procedures and Public 
Appointments Committee to consider any proposed changes to the Standing Orders.  
 
Finally, the Committee also notes that the tri-partite approach involving the Scottish 
Parliament, Scottish Government and civic Scotland is a model that has worked 
extremely well in delivering a well thought out response to a challenging issue.  The 
Committee believes that there may be value in examining how this approach may be 
developed in addressing other issues where a tri-partite approach may be 
appropriate.  
 
I am copying this letter to the Conveners of the other parliamentary committees 
engaged in budget scrutiny.        
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Bruce Crawford MSP 
Convener 
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 Proposed Date 

Draft Budget Published 14 December 2017 
Subject Committees and Finance 
Committee take evidence  

Week beginning 18 December 

Recess  22 December to 8 January 2018  
Subject Committees agree reports and 
provide to the Finance Committee by 
Friday 12 January. 
 
Finance Committee takes evidence from 
the Cabinet Secretary on revenue  

Week beginning 8 January 

Finance Committee takes evidence from 
Cabinet Secretary on expenditure  

15 January 

Budget Bill Introduced 25 January  
Finance Committee report published   26 January 
Chamber Debate on Draft Budget Report Same time as the Stage 1 debate 
Stage 1 Week beginning 29 January 
Stage 2 7 February 
Stage 3 Week beginning 19 February 
 


